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There are some exciting changes happening at the Ephpheta Centre! 

As you may know, after Stephen’s retirement we have a new leadership at Ephpheta, with David 
Parker as Manager of Community and Liz McDowell as Manager of Business. 

In addition, we have some extra exciting news! Fr Michael Lanzon has been working with us as our 
part time Chaplain for the Deaf since early 2014, he has now been appointed as full time Chaplain 
for the Deaf at the Ephpheta Centre until early 2016. 

Read inside to find out more about David, Fr Michael and Liz! 

Fr Michael Lanzon 
Tell us a little bit about yourself and your family... 
Hi, I’m Father Michael Lanzon. I have been a part-time chaplain to Ephpheta for 1½ years. I’m 
from Queensland, and grew up on a small, 43 acre property in a rural shire called Calliope. 
The first child of my parents was Janette who passed away as an infant, then I came along, 
and three younger brothers and two younger sisters. They are Catherine, Jeremy, Matthew, Jonathan and 
Therese. My parents, Peter and Helen, visited earlier this year, and wanted me to tell you that they enjoyed 
meeting you all very much. I went to Catholic schools until the first year of high school, after which I home-
schooled until the end of year 12. I worked, and studied information technology at TAFE. I love most things to 
do with computers and sport. My favourite sport is soccer, I’m ok at Halo (though my little sister can 
sometimes beat me), and I’m a bit of a fan of PC games. 

Tell us about the Ephpheta Centre... 
It’s only been a year and a half, but I already have fond memories of my time here. My very first day I had no 
sooner walked in the door when I saw the cutest little girl, who had deaf parents, being coached by Nicole to 
speak as well as sign. From the beginning the deaf community has been extraordinarily supportive, 
constantly helping me to learn. One man, Malcolm from Liverpool, prepared many informal lessons for me 
and even gave me his favourite book on St Therese of Lisieux! 

What are your thoughts about the future of the Ephpheta Centre? 
My hope is that Ephpheta will have far greater sacramental support, from priests who can sign. I’d also like 
the faith to be more accessible and for there to be better resources for the deaf community, young and old, to 
learn and live their faith. It would be wonderful if a Catholic youth group could be formed. Then, I’d have an 
excuse to go ice skating, and go-karting, and rock-climbing, and share Bible stories, and go diving, and teach 
about the Saints and the meaning of the Mass, and play paintball, and go hiking, and pray on mountains and 
stuff! ☺ Or, we could do more challenging things… I’m open to suggestions. 

God bless and may Mother Mary pray for us, 
Father Michael. 

Exciting Changes for the Ephpheta Centre!!  

Celebrating my little 
brother’s wedding. 

My 5th birthday  
Celebrating my first Mass 
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Liz McDowell 
Tell us a little bit about yourself and your family... 
Hi, my name is Liz McDowell and I am the new Manager of Business at the Ephpheta Centre.  

Many of you will know that I have been working at Ephpheta since 2009. I am a hearing 
person As anyone who works at the Ephpheta Centre will tell you, working in this wonderful 
organisation means that you really don’t have a job description, we just do whatever has to be 
done to serve our community! Every day at Ephpheta is different, things are never boring here. 
Before starting at Ephpheta I worked in law, I have degrees in Arts (honours) and Law from 
the University of Sydney. I am born and bred in Sydney, I grew up and went to school in the Northern 
suburbs. I have 2 brothers. 

I am married to a lovely man called Steven and we have 2 teenage boys. I enjoy being involved in the life of 
my local parish church, I am a member of the Parish Pastoral Council, lead the baptism preparation group, 
sing in the choir and am also a Eucharistic minister. Participation in the life of the church is very important in 
my life and is a large part of who I am. Other hobbies? Between work and home and Church – and I am lucky 
enough to have both of my parents – life is busy! But if there is ever a spare moment you will find me in a 
quiet corner with a book and a cup of tea. 

Tell us about the Ephpheta Centre... 
From when I first started working at the Ephpheta Centre in 2009, I knew that it was a special place, and after 
nearly 7 years I still feel the same about it. I consider working within a Catholic organisation with such a 
positive mission and focus a real privilege. My faith is very important to me, and so I consider myself very 
lucky to be working in a faith based organisation. One of the many things which I love about the Ephpheta 
Centre is our mission to support all deaf people – as an organisation we are proudly Catholic but would never 
refuse to support someone because of their religious views or practices. I think this is a real strength of our 
organisation, that we are open – “Ephpheta”- to all people. Another thing which I enjoy about being here is 
working with our team – both staff and volunteers. Ephpheta is very lucky to have a team of hard working and 
dedicated staff and volunteers, we are an interesting mix and we are all very different but we all manage to 
get on well together. 

I have learnt much about the Deaf community in my time working at the Ephpheta Centre. Until I started 
working here, I knew very little about deaf language and culture but I have learnt a lot in the last 7 years! Just 
recently we had a visit by a group of deaf children to our regular deaf café, the children wanted to interview 
some adults in our community who had been in their school when they were children. I was struck by the 
strength of the relationships and connections which developed so quickly between the deaf kids and the 
adults. No one was shy, no one held back – I felt that for each of the kids (who had never been here before 
and who did not know the adults), there was an instant bond with the deaf adults. I had never seen anything 
like that before, it was like a  big family reunion! Beautiful to see! 

What are your thoughts about the future of the Ephpheta Centre? 
Deaf language and culture are very powerful and very precious – I think that one of things which Ephpheta 
needs to continue to do – and which I feel we do well – is to always do things “the deaf way”.  We need to 
continue to provide care and support to our community in the same way which we always have – one on one 
pastoral care and support – even though this takes time. One of Ephpheta’s strengths is that we know our 
community and they know us. Sometimes we feel that the rest of the world is changing in this, as big 
business and organisations take over and there is no room for “the little guy”. But Ephpheta continues to put 
people and individuals front and centre – we know that if someone is sick or there is a problem in a family, 
individuals need time and support. One on one by a deaf person to a deaf person. 

So while I think it is important to continue the important work we have always done, it is also important to look 
to the future. We need to support our deaf and hard of hearing youth, encouraging them to develop 
relationships with others so that they can inherit their language, their culture and their history. We need to 
continue to promote access for all deaf people, so that deaf people can participate fully in the life of the 
Church and that their gifts are valued and nurtured.  

There will no doubt be many challenges in the years ahead in these changing times, but we know that with 
the strength of our team, with faith in God’s love and guidance and with the support of our community, great 
things are possible. 

Messages from the Managers: 
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David Parker 
Tell us a little bit about yourself and your family… 
Hello, my name is David Parker (I have two nick names, The Purple man or Deaf Dave) and I 
am the new Manager of Community at the Ephpheta Centre. I started work at the Centre early 
in 2010 and I started as a deaf youth worker, then a community liaison officer and now a 
community manager. I really enjoy my new job! 

I was born Deaf to hearing parents. I have a hearing sister, Kristy. I went to North Rocks 
School for the Deaf and I went on to finish my electrical engineering degree at University of NSW a long time 
ago. I worked in the software industry for many years and the work was fast and demanding. Nowadays I still 
have strong passion for electronics and software / coding. In my spare time I try to do some coding and some 
electronics hacking. I have just setup a Deaf Arduino Users (Arduinos are electronics prototyping boards 
where we can build kits quickly and easily) group where we meet and I teach deaf people of all ages and 
there are deaf women in this group too. I am very proud of my little group that I 
run every two months or so. 

I have a devoted and hard working deaf wife, Jitka. She is my rock. She has 
supported me through good and bad times. We have three lovely daughters, 
Mikaela, Jenna and Imogen. All of them have different personalities and they 
always keep me busy! I am still teaching one of my daughters how to drive my 
car and I enjoy that (most of the time!) 

I love delivering community courses for Deaf people.  I really enjoy teaching 
introduction to electronics, family tree research and Auslan courses for deaf 
and hearing people. I also love travelling and camping in the Aussie bush with 
my family or with my deaf friends. 

Tell us about the Ephpheta Centre… 
When I first started working at the centre, it was a bit unusual. I worked in the 
electronics design automation industry for nearly 15 years and I worked with hearing people. I mainly 
communicated by emails and real time chat (like Skype). Now I am working with everyone who can sign. That 
is different! I get to work with very different people who can use Auslan. I am very lucky to work with a very 
dedicated and hard working team. We get to work with all types of people - old, young, sad, isolated, sick, 
happy, vibrant. 

I get to do so many different things at the centre – sometimes there are too many things to do at once. While 
I am constantly interrupted at work but I get to meet many lovely people.  I love having a laugh with the lovely 
ladies at the women’s craft group. 

Ephpheta has been wonderful for my well being. I consider my well being like a spiritual tank. It was almost 
empty when I joined Ephpheta. Now my tank is approaching full. Why? I get deep satisfaction from 
supporting and running events for the deaf community. Basically I get to work with dedicated people and 
support as many people as I can. 

What are your thoughts about the future of the Ephpheta Centre? 
I as a deaf person do know that Deaf Language and Deaf culture is very precious to the deaf community. The 
community is shrinking and we will always have not enough sign language interpreters. We need to train 
more people to become competent Auslan interpreters. 

We need to expand and reach deaf, hard of hearing and deaf blind people not only in Sydney but in regional 
areas as well. We need more staff to be able to cope and support different types of people. It will be an 
exciting challenge. I am confident with the support of the deaf community, and the amazing work by the 
Ephpheta team (staff and volunteers), we will be able to contribute to the well-being of the deaf community.  

Ephpheta to you all. It means we are open to you with open arms. Through God's work, it is possible. 

CDC NSW announcement: 

CDC NSW will have a Special General Meeting to vote on the resolution to close CDC NSW and replace it 
on an informal basis with the Catholic Deaf Community.  The reasons are to reduce the workload of the 
committee members who are getting older and we no longer need to have meetings as committee 
members.  We will have 3 representatives to organise social functions, lunch and raffle rosters for the 
Catholic Deaf Community. So we would like you to support us by coming on Sunday 1st November at 2pm to 
vote for this resolution.  
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Meet the Saints - St. Mary Di Rosa (Feast Day - 15th December) 
Also known as Maria Crocifissa Di Rosa, she was born as Paolina Francesca di 
Rosa, into a wealthy family, in Brescia, Italy in 1813. She went to school in a 
convent by the Visitation Sisters, but left school at 11 years old, after her mother 
died and by 17 years old, she was running her father's household and caring for 
the girls in her father's mill and estate. 

During the cholera epidemic of 1836 she worked in the hospital in Brescia and 
became well known as she directed a home for girls. At 24 years old, she was asked to be 
supervisor of a workhouse for poor girls. She became concerned because there was no place for 
the girls to go at night which held special dangers for these girls. So she quit the workhouse to 
set up a boarding house for poor girls and a school (or residence) for the deaf. 

She founded of the Handmaids of Charity (also called the Servants of Charity) in 1839, taking the 
name, Maria Crocifissa di Rosa. At 27 she was appointed superior of this religious society whose 
purpose was to dedicate all their time and attention to the suffering in hospitals.  

Then in 1848, her whole life seemed to fall apart. Losing close friends and the War starting 
in Europe, her homeland being invaded - Facing that kind of grief and turmoil, many others would 
have crawled into bed and pulled the covers over their head. But Mary had 
always seen opportunity in everything that came her way.  

War meant that many would be wounded and displaced by 
the war so she and her sisters went to work at a military 
hospital and even went out to the battlefield to give spiritual 
and physical comfort to the wounded and dying. 

Mary died in Brescia 1855.  
Source: http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=444 

Friday afternoon some of the 
committee set up over 300 photos on 
the display boards. As Fr Michael 
also helped out, he had the first peep 
at all the photos! 
Saturday lunch was an enjoyable 
occasion with friends who had not seen each 
other for years, screaming with delight with huge 
hugs. It was a lovely sight! There was so much 
laughter, plenty of food to devour and many 
group photo sessions. 
Saturday night dinner was a hit even though the 
numbers were smaller than the other events, the 
food and atmosphere was so welcoming. The 
guest of honour, Margaret (Maggie) Ali spoke of 
her life in PNG which had everyone mesmerized. 
She’s an amazing lady, very active for the deaf in 

PNG.  
Sunday 
Mass in 
Santa 
Sabina chapel was 
well packed with 
former students, 

members of Catholic 
deaf community and 
many of the Sisters. Sr Elizabeth gave a speech 
after the Mass and was presented with a bouquet 
of flowers. A thank you from us. Again the 
atmosphere had lots and lots of laughter, 
speeches and many photos taken. We then, had  
a lovely lunch at Dooleys.  
Farewells all round were at 5pm 
as everyone made their journeys 
home. About 20 remained and 
had cuppas and more chats in the 
bistro. The last people left 
around 7pm.  
Will the next reunion be in 
Brisbane or Melbourne??? 

By Suzanne Cateris 
Photos by Rene van den Berg 

Waratah Reunion a Great Success! 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11156
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10913
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12206
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4428
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12206
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12206
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Fr Michael’s Reflections... A Letter from Pope Francis 

“Laudato Si” is a new letter from Pope Francis. The Pope says that a lot of 
people in the world have been looking at and thinking about creation in the 
wrong way. People have thought of creation as something to be dominated and 
used, rather than a gift and a shared inheritance for us to look after and help to 
grow. 

Again and again, Pope Francis reminds 
everyone that everything is connected. Our 
good as human beings is to help 
God in the work of creation, 
which begins with ourselves, or 
what Pope Francis calls our 
“human ecology”. He warns that 

“relativism” – which 
means believing that 
everything is determined 
and that nothing is really 
true – makes us short-
sighted and can lead us 
to not care about each 
other or the good of 

creation. Pope Francis says, “A sense of deep communion with 
the rest of nature cannot be real if our hearts lack tenderness, 
compassion and concern for our fellow human beings.” 

Pope Francis tells us Christians, we need a new attitude of heart. 
We need to receive creation, and especially human life, as 
precious gifts from God and work to protect them and help them grow. This is the Christian 
tradition, as Pope Francis shows by his own teaching, and by reminding people of the words of 
Jesus, the example of saints like Francis of Assisi, and the teachings of the two previous popes, 
Benedict XVI and Saint John Paul II. 

In a way, I suppose, Pope Francis’s teaching doesn’t need to answer the difficult questions about 
how and how much our human and natural environments are nurtured or damaged, because the 
Pope describes the right attitude of heart and way of looking at the world. Still, Pope Francis does 
give many practical suggestions about what people can do to help, from individuals and families, to 
groups, communities, nations, transnational corporations and international governing bodies. A 
basic principle is that we take a broad view and consider how everything is connected-not only in 
creation, but throughout time. (We have a responsibility to our children!). We should consider how 
the things we start will end, and try to avoid wasting the gifts we have received. 

One idea that might surprise people is that the Pope Francis asked that people remember to say 
grace before meals. This little habit reminds us, often in the company of our family and friends, of 
the right attitude of heart towards not only the food we receive, 
but all God’s gifts. Pope Francis tells us that this attitude of heart 
is most important and he reminds us of the words of Pope 
Benedict XVI, “The external deserts in the world are growing, 
because the internal deserts have become so vast”. 

Mother Mary, St Francis of Assisi, and all you saints, pray for us.  
Fr Michael 
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Deaf  Festival Stall - 17th October 
The Ephpheta Centre had such a great time at our stall at the 
Deaf Festival last year, we’re going to have a stall again this 
year! The Deaf Society and Deaf Australia (NSW) are 
organising the Deaf Festival to start NWDP (National Week of 
Deaf People) again. Come, join us & support our stall while 
catching up with old friends and meeting new friends!  

When: Saturday 17th October, 10am - 4pm. 
Where: Same place as last year, Parramatta River (between Wilde Ave and Elizabeth St). 

NWDP Closing Ceremony - 23rd October  
National Week of Deaf People is an annual national celebration of Deaf individuals 
and the Deaf Australian community. There will be many events happening all over 
Sydney. The Ephpheta Centre is hosting a Celebration to mark the closing of 
National Week of Deaf People with wine & cheese. Following this year’s NWDP 
theme, we will have presentations on “With Auslan Rights, Deaf Children Can” with food and wine, 
beer and other drinks. It’s sure to be a great event! As always this will be a free event but people 
will be invited to make a small donation to help us with the costs.  
Just so we can be sure we have enough food and drinks for everyone please let us know if you are 
planning to come. 

When: Friday 23rd October, 4pm - 8pm  
Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl 
RSVP: to Danni 0410 567 621 (sms) or email danni@ephpheta.org.au or fax 9709 5638 before 
Wednesday 21st October. 

Combined Men’s and Women’s Day Out! 

- 17th September 
Come & join us for our special Combined Men’s and 
Women’s Day out! We will meet in the Botanical Gardens at 
12.30pm (after lunch) to start the guided tour of the Gardens 
at 1pm. We will hear lots of interesting things about the history of Sydney, 
Aboriginal history and the history of the Botanical Gardens. We may have a 
cuppa together afterwards the tour when it finishes about 2.30pm. We hope you 
can join the lovely company for our tour! 
When: Thursday 17th September 2015. Meet at the Palace Garden Gate at 
12.30pm (after lunch). 
Where: Royal Botanical Gardens, Palace Gardens Gate, 145 Macquarie St 
(approx. location). 
Cost: Entry is $11 per person for the tour (pay on the day). Plus cuppa at your 
own cost if you like.  
RSVP: To Danni sms: 0410 567 621 or email: danni@ephpheta.org.au  
MUST RSVP before Thursday 10th September to Danni. 

Save the Dates 
Some very important things to book 
in to your diary now so you don’t 
miss out! See below for more 
information… 
17th September - Combined Deaf 
Women’s & Men’s Day Out 

 
17th October - Deaf Festival 
23rd October - NWDP Closing Ceremony  
1st November - Assembly Day 

29th November - Special Mass with Fr John Hill 

AND PLEASE CHECK IMPORTANT CHANGES 
TO REGULAR CALENDAR!! 

mailto:office@ephpheta.org.au
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Assembly Day - 1st November 
Come & to discuss with the Community, your ideas & feedback about services 
& events provided by the Ephpheta Centre!  
When: Sunday 1st November at 11.30am (after Mass)  
Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl 
After Mass: We will have morning tea & start Assembly Day, after that is 
finished, we will have lunch (around 1pm). 

CDC NSW are having a Special Meeting after lunch on this day, please see page 3 for 

more information on this Special Meeting on 1st November. 

Revesby Mass changed - Now Sunday at Punchbowl 
As you know, on the 4th weekend of every month, we join the congregation at Revesby 
for integrated Mass on Saturday night. 

Starting in September, we will STOP having Saturday night Mass at Revesby. Instead 
we will have Sunday morning Mass at Punchbowl - our OWN Deaf Mass at the 
Ephpheta Centre. We have talked with some people who regularly attend Revesby 
Mass and they are excited about the change. We hope that having a morning Mass will 
mean that more people can come along. 

Everyone is welcome to come to this Mass, you don’t have to be a regular Revesby Mass person. 

You are welcome to join us for morning tea after Mass, but there will be NO LUNCH. 

When : Starting on Sunday 27th September at 10am. Then on 25th October and  22nd November. 
Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St Punchbowl Any questions: Please contact David Parker 
on 0408 669 672 (sms only) or email to david@ephpheta.org.au 

 New Thursday morning Mass at Ephpheta Centre 
A very special announcement - starting on 24th September, we will now have 
regular Thursday morning Mass at the Ephpheta Centre. All are welcome to attend. 

We will have a cup of tea after Mass. We will continue this, every 
Thursday, until 17th December. 

Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl. 
When: 9.30am starting on Thursday, 24th September. 
Any questions please contact David on david@ephpheta.org.au or sms 
to 0408 669 672 

***IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE REGULAR 

EPHPHETA CALENDAR!*** 

Special Mass - 29th November 
To celebrate Fr Michael’s appointment as full time Chaplain, and to bless the new 
leadership team and all staff at the Ephpheta Centre, we will be having a special Mass 
celebrated by Fr John Hill, Chaplain from JPC in Melbourne. This date also marks the 
start of Advent, the time of our preparation for Christmas and the birth of Jesus. 
We will follow Mass with a light lunch for a gold coin donation at the Ephpheta Centre. All are 
welcome, we hope you can make it! 
When: Sunday 29 November at 10am 
Where: Ephpheta Centre chapel, 4 Turner St Punchbowl 
RSVP: Please RSVP to David on 0408 669 672 (sms only) or email to david@ephpheta.org.au 
before 24 November (so we know how many people to expect for lunch). 
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Out and About in the Deaf Community 
Special Wedding Anniversaries!!  
50th (Gold) Wedding Anniversary for Mary & Colin Cook - On 
1st May we celebrated our 50th years of marriage. They 
spent a week in Port Macquarie to celebrate our special 50th 
wedding anniversary, luckily the weather was kind to them. 

 
50th (Gold) Wedding 
Anniversary for Murreall & 
Jim O’Connor - Married on 29th May 1965 on a cold & windy day at 
the Holy Church in East Orange (now in hands of another church) 
before the late Rev Father Malone, chaplain to the Catholic Deaf at 
that time. Honeymooned in Melbourne. 

 
60th (Diamond) Wedding Anniversary for Rita & 
Cecil Copeman - Cecil and Rita Copeman met at 
a dance at Luddenham Hall. They wed at St 
Nicholas Church Penrith on 12

th
 February 1955. 

Father Malone blessed them. Sadly, Cecil passed 
away on 22nd June this year. 

Ephpheta Sunday 2015 
We had a brilliant celebration for Ephpheta 
Sunday this year. Every year the Catholic Church 
celebrates the gifts which deaf people bring to the 
church and to the world, this is an international 
celebration throughout the Church. 

We started the day with Mass at Punchbowl led 
by Fr Michael, we then all headed over to Dooleys 
Catholic Club at Lidcombe for a delicious roast 
lunch. 

On the day we also launched our 2016 Pilgrimage 
to the Philippines, this is in connection with the 
IEC conference held in Cebu in January 2016. (If 
you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact Nicole nicole@ephpheta.org.au)). 

A huge thank you to Dooleys for 
their financial support on the day, 
also for making us feel very 
welcome at the club. Everyone also 
enjoyed receiving their bookmark 
as a gift from the Ephpheta team 
and as a memento of the day. 

Thanks to CDC committee for their 
support on the day and for 
organising the raffle and lucky door 
prize. 

Ephpheta Sunday 

2015 

 

Celebrating  our gifts 
Celebrating us 

A thank you from Stephen: 
“I would like to thank everyone in the 
community for their generosity for the 
community presentation. and good wishes on 
my retirement  

Through your generosity I bought a camera 
and tripod, with the monies from the CDC 
presentation I bought an exercise heart 
monitor. I am having lots of fun with both! 

I am loving retired life although I am very 
busy! 

I thank everyone for their warm wishes and 
generosity. 

Kind regards 

Stephen Lawlor”  

mailto:nicole@ephpheta.org.au)
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Big Steve’s Farewells 

In May this year we had 2 farewells for our 
retiring director Stephen Lawlor. After almost 
15 years of service to the Deaf Catholic 
Community at the Ephpheta Centre, Stephen 
has retired. 

Our first farewell was with people from within 
the Catholic Church and deaf organisations who 
we work closely with. The second farewell was 
with the deaf community, we had almost 200 
people here at the Ephpheta Centre to celebrate 
the day. We had a wonderful afternoon tea, and 
we thank our volunteers, our interpreters, and 
everyone else who helped to make the day such 
a great success! 

 

 

 

At his community 
farewell, Stephen made a 
speech which included the 
following: 

“It has been a great experience since I joined 
Ephpheta Centre in 2001 as pastoral worker to 
the wider Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
communities. I have enjoyed it immensely and 
have given me satisfaction over the years… 

Actually I think God had a plan for me to lead 
EC. I am truly blessed to be part of it. Truly I 
thought I would remain pastoral worker for the 
rest of my life. Little did I know that I would 
become director one day! 

Many of you know that I have been involved in 
the Catholic Deaf Community since I left school. I 
have a soft spot for the Catholic community as 
well as all of you. 

My journey as pastoral worker has taken me on 
many different areas of pastoral care which I 
have shared, experienced, cherished and 

enjoyed with the 
community. 

…We as a 
community are 
truly blessed to 
have the 
continued support of the Archdiocese of Sydney, 
Deaf People are one of God’s gifts to the church 
and to society. I applaud the Church’s willingness 
to accept, learn and understand the deaf 
community, our language and our culture. 

I look back and feel overwhelmed by the big 
changes at Ephpheta Centre and how it is now 
recognised as one of the leading Catholic 
organisations in the Archdiocese of Sydney as 
well as the deaf community… 

It is my hope that Ephpheta Centre will continue 
and grow into the long term. I may be retiring but 
I will continue in a supporting or volunteering 
role. Mind you, you are my community and I am 
part of the community. This is what the deaf 
community is about. 

Before I finish I want you to know the meaning of 
“Pastoral Worker”? Pastoral worker is a person 
who will assist those who need help, support 
you, getting to know you, do a visit to the lonely, 
sick, isolated and sharing. It is not only for the 
sick. 

Most importantly, it’s for all our community of 
different faiths. “Ephpheta” means “Be Open”. 
We represent Jesus and His work… 

God bless you.” 
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Our Journey to NZ for the Catholic Deaf  Ministries 

Conference 2015, 30th May - 1st June 

Ephpheta Centre was very excited and proud to 
be able to support sending a group to the New 
Zealand Catholic Deaf Ministries Conference in 
Auckland. Here’s what some of us had to say... 

Robert Beath says: 
Nerida and I went to Auckland for 6 days with 4 
other deaf 
people in our 
group on 26th 
May and we 
stayed at the 
St Francis 
Retreat centre 
in Auckland.  

We went on tours in 
Auckland and Routura 
and to the Deaf Club in 
Auckland then joined 
the conference starting on 30th May.  

During the conference, we talked, were 
interested and listened about Growth, 
Sacraments, Catholic History in NZ, Liturgy, and 
lots of different subjects.  

We were happy to see NZ Catholic Deaf people 
in their Auckland Community. We are praying for 
the NZ Deaf Community to stay strong for future 
years. 

We would like to say a big and 
wonderful thank you to Judith 
Mason and others 
on the organising 
committee who 
worked very hard 
during the long 
weekend.    

Garry Le Breton says: 
I had a fab time in New Zealand with Ephpheta 
team last May 2015 for the Catholic Deaf 
Ministries Conference.  

First, we arrived at Auckland 
Airport then went straight to 
the retreat centre, then we 
all went to see Auckland on 
the next day. It was a fab 
place, then met the lovely 
pastoral worker, Judith Mason 
who showed us the office 
where she works, then 
Donovan hired a van.  

We all had a ball ☺ on our trip 
to Hobbiton then to Rotorua 
sightseeing, then staying for 
the Conference for the whole 
weekend we all loved it.  

Steven Hely says: 
The New Zealand Conference 
went well with most of us from 
Australia to my surprise.  We 
had a great time and learnt lot of 
things in the conference.  New 
Zealand people made us feel 
very welcome indeed. 

Bishop Patrick Dunn explained the two fingers of 
Jesus in the Icon represent His two natures, 
Divine and Human, in One Person.  Sr Sian 

Owen explained when they teach the children to 
receive Holy Communion, they have to explain to 
some of the families that Holy Communion isn’t 
something 
to be taken 
only once in 
a lifetime but 
something 
to be taken 
regularly. 
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Some of us went to the 
Hobbiton Movie set and then 

we went to Rotorua where the lake 
had the smell of rotten 
eggs.  Donovan was a very good 
driver and very patient with my 
mistakes as I was the navigator in 
charge using my iPad in a foreign 

country . 

Garry showed he had good 
memory of the local place on our 
second night out because we 
couldn’t remember the way back to 

our Retreat Centre as I didn’t have my iPad.  He 
remembered seeing the house the day before so 
we were glad to be back at our Retreat Centre 

and very thankful to Garry    It was my first 

overseas trip.  The Northern Island of New 
Zealand was beautiful in its scenery, water and 
small islands.  We went up in the tall building 
“Sky Tower” in Auckland which gave us a good 
bird eye view of Auckland. 

Eva Kent says: 
We enjoyed a week away in Auckland for the 
Catholic Deaf Ministries Conference at Francis 
Retreat Centre Auckland plus four days tour. 

The hospitality we received was unforgettable, as 
well as the lovely people we met and beautiful 
places we visited.  A great experience shared 
with great company. 

We had a lot of opportunity to work together, 
share new experiences, share other’s interests 
and learn about their missions and deaf 
ministries. 

Donovan had hired us a big bus for one week 
touring hobbit scenery where the film was made 
and visited the Catholic Deaf Centre where 

Judith and the staff 
work. 

We enjoyed lovely 
hospitality and were 
warmly welcomed. 

The Ephpheta Team says: 
On the last weekend in May 2015, the Ephpheta 
Staff and a group of our volunteers attended the 
New Zealand Catholic Deaf Ministries 
Conference. This was organised by Judith 
Mason, Sr Sian and their team from the Diocese 
of Auckland. We stayed at the St Francis Retreat 
Centre which is just out of the centre of 
Auckland. 

It was a wonderful weekend with many 
interesting and challenging presentations. A 
highlight for all of us was the opening Maori 
welcome which was led by a group of Deaf Maori 
people. Throughout the whole visit we were all 
struck by the strength & pride in Maori culture.  

The presentations were on a range of topics, it 
was very interesting to hear about the challenges 
which are faced by those working in deaf 
Catholic ministry in NZ which are very similar to 
what is happening in Australia – issues 
associated with engaging with younger people, a 
geographically diverse community and also the 
challenges of meeting the needs of our aging 
Deaf community. We enjoyed Mass said by 
Bishop Pat and there were many opportunities 
for talking and networking throughout the 
conference.  

Our very own Stephen Lawlor (just before his 
retirement) was the keynote speaker for the 
conference and all of the Sydney team were very 
proud of his presentation. David Parker also gave 
an entertaining presentation on the importance of 
deaf leadership. Each morning, a different group 
lead us in morning prayer. We all enjoyed the 
Sunday morning prayer led by the Sydney deaf 
volunteers which was based on the work of St 
Mary of the Cross Mackillop in New Zealand.  

It was a rewarded and enriching experience for 
all of us. 



 

Page 12 

Noticeboard 
Deaf  Cafe  
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people!  
 

Deaf Café is for anybody, no need to 
book, just turn up. We will have the 
coffee hot and the cake and biscuits waiting!  
 

You can meet & chat with new people or catch 
up with old friends over a cuppa.   
 

Tea & coffee available all day! Gold coin 
donation. Bring your own lunch or you can buy 
your lunch for $3.   
 

The next dates are:   

11th September, 9th October &  
13th November 2015 
(always on the 2nd Friday of the month)  

    Time: 10am to 2pm  
 

At: the Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, 

   Punchbowl.     See you there! ☺ 

Central Coast 

Deaf  Cuppa 

for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
people! For everybody, just turn 
up! CC Deaf Cuppa is a great place to meet & 
chat with new people or catch up with old 
friends over a cuppa. Bring your money if you 
want to buy a drink or morning tea.  

Always on the LAST Friday of every SECOND 
month. The next dates are:  

25th September 2015 (normal) at:  

ERINA FAIR, 620-658 Terrigal Drive, Erina 
There are a few coffee shops around the food 
court at Erina Fair shopping mall. Meet at 
middle of food court. 

27th November at:  
Deaf Society of NSW, 1/125-127 Erina St, 
Gosford (NOT AT ERINA FAIR) at the Deaf 
Society of NSW Central Coast Office!  

Time: starts 10.30am til 2.00pm 
Contact: Donovan  SMS: 0408 697 773  
Email: donovan@ephpheta.org.au 

See you there! ☺ 

Communion for the 

Elderly or the Sick in 

your home or hospital. 
If you are sick or find it hard to get to Mass, 
Ephpheta can arrange to visit you and give 
Holy Communion to you in your home or at 
hospital. 
Please contact Donovan on SMS: 0408 697 
773 or email: donovan@ephpheta.org.au if you 
would like to know more. 

RSVP - by 1st September 2015 
Email: admin@mayfieldsd.catholic.edu.au 
Phone: 49681295 

Announcement from Maitland - 

Newcastle Diocese: 
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Reconciliation (Confession) with Fr Michael 
If you would like to have confession (reconciliation) with Fr Michael, this is now 
available at the Ephpheta Centre. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (also know as Confession or Penance) is a gift which 
we as Catholics receive from the Church. It is a healing of our relationship with God, 
ourselves and others.  

In this Sacrament we not only confess our sins and say we are sorry but we are 
forgiven and receive strength from God to do better. The Sacrament enables us to meet Jesus in a special 
way and understand how God’s love and forgiveness has no end. 

You may not have had reconciliation with a priest of a long time - that is ok, there will be no problems for you 
coming again for confession. 

Please email Fr Michael to frmichael@ephpheta.org.au or sms 0466 319 290 to make an appointment. Or 
you can talk to Fr Michael anytime you see him about confession. 

Or you can have reconciliation with Fr Michael before Mass on Thursdays before Thursday morning Mass at 
9.30am (Thursday morning Mass starts on 24 September and will continue every Thursday until 17 
December 2015). 

When: 9am at the Ephpheta Centre every Thursday morning before 9.30am Mass 

If you have any questions at all, please contact Fr Michael. 


















   
 




 

“How to be Funny” 
Workshop by 
Famous Deaf 
Comedian! 
World-famous British deaf 
comedian, John Smith will be hosting an exclusive 
comedy workshop for Deaf Youth Sydney.  
Come along to learn the secret to making people 
laugh and being funny. With your new skills, you’ll 
be a star at the next family BBQ or friends birthday 
party.  
Chrisso, David and Donovan can help with transport 
from your home to and/or from Ephpheta Centre. 

Spaces will fill quickly so book your place now! 
Contact:  
Chrisso ckassab@deafsociety.com / 0405 749 488  
David david@ephpheta.org.au / 0408 669 672 

Fun workshop, games, BBQ dinner! 
When: Friday, 9th October 2015 
Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St 
Punchbowl. 
Time: 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Cost: $15 per child (includes workshop & dinner). 
Parents welcome for BBQ dinner ($5 per adult)! 

Have you considered leaving a gift to the 
Ephpheta Centre in your will? 

By leaving us a gift in your will, you can continue to 
support the deaf and hard of hearing community that 
you supported through your life. It is your ultimate act 

of charity. 
Please contact David or Liz if you would like to 

talk more about this. 
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The Deaf Craft Group is always open to any 
interested ladies, meets every Wednesday 
(except when there’s something on) from 10am 
until 2pm at the Ephpheta Centre. Bring your 

crafts to work on. Lunch is provided for $3. More information? Contact the Ephpheta Centre! 

History Corner   By Brian Johnston 

Agnes Lynch 

Agnes Lynch, herself Deaf was well known to generations of 
Deaf girls because she was a very popular and wonderful 
teacher at Waratah for 28 years from the 1920s to the 
1940s. Agnes was revered by her ex-students. Every year 
they travelled to Cessnock NSW to celebrate her birthday 
with her when she was in retirement. Agnes had been at 
Waratah over 40 years. 

Agnes Lynch was born at her parents’ farm at Wattagan 
Creek, Wollombi near Cessnock NSW in September 1904, 
daughter of Owen Frederick Lynch and Jane Crump, both 
members of the pioneering families of the Wollombi Valley.  
Agnes was the third child in a family of nine children. When 
Agnes was about three, her mother found out she was Deaf. 
Agnes’ three younger sisters, Hannah, Veronica (Vera) and 
Kathleen (Kitty) were also Deaf so everyone in the family 
knew sign language.  

Agnes first went to the local Wattagan Public School with her brother and sister. At the age of 
seven she was admitted to school at Rosary Convent Waratah in February 1912. Her three Deaf 
sisters, Hannah, Vera and Kitty also went to school at Waratah.  

When Agnes left school she was looking forward to going back to the farm but she was offered a 
job as a pupil teacher at Waratah and her father encouraged her to accept. She never went to a 
Teachers Training College, she just learnt on the job.  She was a teacher from the time she was 
16 years old to when she was 44 years old. With the introduction of lipreading and speech at the 
school she gave up teaching in 1948. 

Agnes went to work with other Deaf women in the school’s sewing room until 1953 when the 
sewing room was closed. She then moved to Sydney to get a job. She worked as an examiner at 
‘Speedo’ in Artarmon and ‘Frisch’s’ in Surry Hills for several years before she retired to the family 
home in the Wattagan Valley.  

Agnes Lynch died in Cessnock NSW on 11 August 1997 at the age of 93 years. She was buried 
in Wollombi cemetery. Many people will remember that Agnes was very good with her hands. Her 
art, gardening, knitting and crocheting were all beautiful. Agnes was a very generous and caring 
person, always of thinking of other people. 

Sources: Book ‘Open Minds Open Hearts’ – Stories of the Australian Catholic Deaf Community, 1999 and Ancestry.com 

Agnes Lynch, about 1985 
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St Mary’s  
6 Raglan St 
Manly 

Integrated Mass 

Church Addresses 
 

Chapel of  
  St Francis de Sales  
4 Turner St 
Punchbowl 
 
Our Lady of  
  the Rosary 
92 Glennie St 
North Gosford  
Integrated Mass 
 

Our Lady of  
   Lourdes 
7 Grantham Rd 
Seven Hills 

We pray…  
For those who have died 

24 June 2015 - Mary Saliba (Margaret Roumanos’s 
mother’s cousin) 
22 June 2015 - Cecil Copeman 
5 July 2015 - Susan James (nee Fredericks, Waratah 
student) 
5 July 2015 - Eden Raines (nee Ryan, daughter of Robyn 
Bennett who was a Waratah student) 
8 July 2015 - Bernie Jopson 
5 August 2015 - Sr Francesca Crick (Teacher at Waratah 
School & St Mary’s School, Portsea) 
13 August 2015 - Margaret Knox (Ian & Andrew’s mother) 
 

For those who are sick 

Peter Hannan 
Peter Haneson 
Robin Muggleton 
Ron Page 
Denise Makar 
Brett Beath 
 

(Please pray for those who are sick) 

Mass Times 

SEPTEMBER 
 

6th Sunday                          10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL  
   

13th Sunday                          10.30am 
 MANLY 
 

20th Sunday                          11.00am 
 SEVEN HILLS    
 

27th Sunday                          10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL (Not Revesby) 
 

OCTOBER 
 

4th Sunday                         10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL  
 

11th Sunday                           9.30am 
 NORTH GOSFORD 
 

18th Sunday                         11.00am 
 SEVEN HILLS 
 

25th Sunday                          10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL (Not Revesby) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

1st Sunday (All Saints Day) 10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL  

 & Assembly Day 
 (For more information, see page 7)  

 

8th Sunday                          10.30am 
 MANLY 
 

15th Sunday                          11.00am 
 SEVEN HILLS 
 

22nd Sunday                          10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL (Not Revesby) 
 

29th Sunday                          10.00am 
 PUNCHBOWL  
 Special Mass with Fr John Hill 
 (For more information, see page 7) 
  

 (More Mass information in the next Newsletter) 

  Campbelltown Mass Dates: 

  At: St John the Evangelist,  
     35 Cordeaux St, Campbelltown  
  When: 13th September, 11th October,  
  8th November  Time: 9am 

New Thursday morning Mass  

Where: Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl 
When: Thursdays, September - 24th,  
 October - 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th,  
 November - 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  
 (Every Thursday) Time: 9.30am 
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4 Turner St, PUNCHBOWL  NSW  2196 

Phone: (02) 9708 1396  

TTY:    (02) 9708 6904 

Fax:   (02) 9709 5638 

Email: office@ephpheta.org.au 

www: www.ephpheta.org.au 

  Staff Email addresses: 
 

Liz - office@ephpheta.org.au 
Danni - danni@ephpheta.org.au 
David - david@ephpheta.org.au 
Donovan - donovan@ephpheta.org.au 
Nicole - nicole@ephpheta.org.au 

Fr Michael - frmichael@ephpheta.org.au 

Please send your news, stories, 
information and requests to the 
Ephpheta office to be considered for 
the next newsletter! 

EPHPHETA WEBSITE NEWS 
  Have you seen our website recently? 

 

Our website is now being updated regularly so it 
is always full of current information.  

Please keep checking it!  
 

If you have any ideas or feedback for our website 
please contact David at david@ephpheta.org.au 

 

www.ephpheta.org.au 

Join us on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/thecentrefordeaf 

The Ephpheta Centre is supported 
by the Charitable Works Fund. 

What does “Ephpheta” mean? 
The name Ephpheta of our Centre came from the 
bible - a story about Jesus curing a deaf man, he 
says “Ephpheta” which means “Be open”.  
 
We are always open to you all! 

http://www.facebook.com/deafcentre

